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With three restorations known to be underway just now, at the 30th anniversary of the launch of the
Discovery next year we should have a good selection of pristine ‘Jays’ at the Land Rover shows.
The Land Rover Legends show at the Bicester Heritage, have promised a big show for the Discovery, so
we hope to have a few G-WACs there.
I am looking forward to the www.discoverybirthdayparty.co.uk meeting on the Hoe in Plymouth on
Saturday 20th October. Patrick and family will be taking the 5-door pre-pro G513DHP for me, and Daphne
and I will be taking G526WAC.
The party have been invited to a photoshoot at Robert Young Land Rover at Wood Acre, Saltash Parkway,
hope to , Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6LF on Sunday 21st at 8.30am, so it will be an early start from the hotel.

Peterborough 15th-16th September 2018
I regard this show as the best of the Land Rover shows, the Scottish has a great venue but just needs a
few more traders. Kelmarsh is still feeling its way, and with the club stands and traders all on grass, it could
be a problem when it is really wet. The new Billing, well Billing is just an off-road show with a lot of noise and
not much else for ordinary clubs to display their vehicles in the arena and describe their club’s activities to
the public.
At Peterborough we managed to muster up
five G registered, two H registered, and two L
registered ‘Jays’. Including G312WAC, which
Jochen brought all the way from Cologne.
Duncan brought his Camel H776POJ to our
stand on Sunday, to replace Ian’s G253RFL,
which had to leave on Saturday.
The traders were in full flow, but with very
little to offer for our early cars. One trader
displayed what was described as a ‘full interior
in blue’ for £200.00, but it was minus the vital
side panels and good alpine light panels. If
you are like me, you will have plenty of this
awful cardboard and shrunken fabric in stock,
without buying more !!
I had three ‘Jays’ on display, Patrick
brought the 5-door, and I managed to secure
the services of Dan to drive 526 for me.
Daphne and I took the Honda Crossroad.
The Honda developed a misfire on the trip from the hotel on Saturday morning, but Ted soon diagnosed
the problem of no. 1 and no. 3 plugs not sparking, so Graham supplied two good plugs and leads to get all
eight cylinders of the V8 3.9i working for the trip home. The belts were slipping too, so Ted and helpers fixed
that also. (I’ve only had this ‘Jay’ for three weeks, so very little time to do a good maintenance job on her)
Thank you all for your support at the shows this year, and I look
forward to seeing more ‘Jays’ out next year.
Our next trip is down to Plymouth Hoe in Devon, for the
www.Discoverybirthdayparty.co.uk 19th October. We have applied
for a stand at the Practical Classics Classic Car and Restoration
Show (PCCC&RS) at the NEC, 22nd – 24th March, where Ian
Rawlings will show us the progress that he has made with G463WAC.
The new Land Rover Legends show, held at Bicester Heritage this
year, is being repeated on 26th–27th May 2019 and will be a big hit
for the one model owners’ clubs. We should have a good coverage
from the organisers to celebrate 30 years of the Discovery.
Roy

The continued restoration of G463WAC
Well here we are back again, where I left the
restoration back in July 2017, I was hopeful that the
body would be completed and back on by Christmas
2017, needless to say that didn’t happen.
A major project at work consumed all my time
from mid July 2017 until May of this year, therefore
unfortunately 463 had to take a back seat again. The
gearbox did come back from Ashcrofts and some
other parts were obtained but that was about it until
May this year.
With my good fortune of working for John Lewis,
after 25 years service they give you a 26-week
sabbatical, mid career break. I have been there 29
years so this year I decided to take it. Now you
would think this would give me all the time in the
world and to a degree, it does but life still gets in the
way.
Remember, I’m doing this restoration virtually on
my own, it’s not an open cheque book restoration
and I’m just a regular guy with a regular wage, and
believe me things still get in the way.
A good tip if you are doing a major restoration is
to concentrate on that car, and don’t get distracted
with others. Unfortunately, I bought a 1999 D1 in
July to use as my everyday vehicle, but as always
with new cars, it needed some ‘fettling’. That’s
another story but needless to say it has caused
some distraction and redirection of funds.
When the gearbox came back from Ashcrofts,
getting that put back together with the engine would
be my first task. I knew the engine was ok before I
stripped 463 down, so I had decided to just clean the
block and renew/referb all the ancillaries. I was
going to remove the head and have it all refurbished
but some mechanic friends of mine said if it was ok
then leave well alone, so that’s what I decided to do,
after all from memory it only has 94,000 + miles on
it.

First of all, the engine was drained of all the oil.
I’d left this in as protection more than anything else.
The engine was stripped of all the ancillaries and
thoroughly cleaned, jet washed after a coating with
engine degreaser, then another coating of degreaser
and hand cleaned. After that it was out with the
rotary wire brushes. I bought some micro wire
brushes from Ebay to get into all the little crevices,
which worked well. It was then a wash down with a
paint cleaner before painting.
I painted the block, though at this point I was still
going to take the head off, but didn’t, so that was left.
With the engine now clean and painted I turned my
attention to the gearbox. I had all the bits in stock
and had previously had the bell housing blasted.
(Note, although after a lot of work with a wire brush,
polishing up the bell housing after blasting, the finish
was quite rough and took a lot of time to clean back
up. I would consider chemical cleaning next time or
a finer blasting process). The same thoughts were
applicable to the flywheel housing which was blasted
at the same time.
The housing was refitted to the engine along
with the flywheel using the prescribed new bolts,
which were obtained from Farnell Land Rover at
Nelson, then the clutch assembly fitted. After I had
refitted the bell housing to the gearbox, the gearbox
was fitted.
Next up was the transfer box, which was opened
up and checked. The internal gears all seemed
pretty good with the exception of the mainshaft gear.
This is a very important
part to check for wear
when having the gearbox
reconditioned, and I’m
glad I checked. Mine was
the original type without
the cross drilling for oil
flow, and was very worn.
Had I refitted this I would
have lost drive sooner
rather than later. Matford
Land Rover in Exeter
were advertising new
genuine mainshaft gears
at a very reasonable price.
This is not the first time that Matford have come
to the rescue in this restoration, and I appreciate the
help given by them on many occasions.
Continued on the next page.

When the new gear arrived it was fitted along
with all new seals, the transfer box was then reunited
with the rest of the engine/gearbox assembly. With
the engine and box fitted, the propshafts were next.
One NOS (new old stock) unit, and the rear was
refurbished, then I started to refit the levers and
ancillaries to the gearbox and transfer box.
The brakes were was still missing a rear shield.
But as the rear axle is not original, I’m fitting later
shields. (tut tut, they are not difficult to make. Ed.).
That said, the originals, which were notorious for
withholding stones and debris etc, are no longer
available. The original part numbers now bring up
later versions of the brake shields, though even
these are also now obsolete.

Callipers were another problem, originals are no
longer available. Matford Land Rover traced one
STC1258 remaining in stock at a dealership in
Spain, which I did think about chasing. Some parts
for this rebuild have come from France, Germany,
Russia. Farnell Land Rover brought one part in from
Dubai! So, it’s been a challenge to say the least in
getting genuine parts for 463. So far, I have been
very successful and up to now the only pattern part
I have had to fit is the exhaust.
I decided in the end to get the front original
callipers refurbished at ‘Bigg Red’, who did a very
good job on them. For the rears, I did manage to
pick up a set of originals and the rears are still
available at Land Rover, all be it on a superseded
part number. Another part that has been away for

refurbishing is the turbo, which went off to Turbo
Rebuilds Ltd at Preesall near Fleetwood. Another
supplier that has made a cracking job of bringing a
used part back to life.
My next job is to refit all these parts, this is where
the distraction of the 1999 D1 comes in. I need to
have the everyday motor on the road, so my time
over recent weeks has been spent on this.
That said, I have also been getting the shell
ready to go down to Dave Ryan at Autospray in
Bredbury. Dave came up to take a look at the shell
and to help me to make the decision as to repairing
this shell, or weld the 3 door sides into the brand new
200tdi 5-door shell I have sitting in the garage.
We decided it would be better to restore the
3-door shell, as overall it’s not that bad, and it would
be a shame to spoil the 5-door, which I will find a use
for later. After looking at what some members are
welding up on the Project Jay Facebook page, this
shell is very good, so we’ll be moving that down to
Dave’s place in a couple of weeks as it is booked in.
My new aim is to have the shell sat back on the
chassis by Christmas. Dave is doing the repairs in
two stages for me. My part is to strip the shell of all
her panels and for Dave to weld up where necessary,
then paint the inner shell. This will constitute a white
engine bay and inside the shell. The door apertures
will be painted Sandglow along with the roof. It will

then come back to me to be built up. It will go back
to Dave for the second stage next March, for the final
outside coats of Sandglow, which will then represent
how 463 left Land Rover in 1992 after participation in
Camel Trophy training activities at Eastnor Castle.
This is where we are at the moment, but
progress should be continuous from now on with the
aim to be ready for the 30th Anniversary Birthday
Party on the Hoe, next year. Perhaps I can get it to
the NEC Restoration Show in March on the Project
Jay Preservation Group stand.
Ian Rawlings

Discovery Birthday Party. Plymouth. 19th – 21st October 2018
http://www.discoverybirthdayparty.co.uk/
As many of you are aware, the Windy Ridge
Eating House, Trerulefoot, closed its doors this year.
We have been working hard and have secured
a new free venue to host the Saturday’s events.
http://www.whitsandbayfort.co.uk/
Phone 01752 822 597
The new venue also has onsite camping/
caravan pitches and luxury lodges for hire. The pitch
price is £10 per night with electric hook-up and use
of the indoor swimming pool and hot showers. Also,
being an old fort, it has loads of history for those that
enjoy this.
The hall that we will be eating in is large and
beautiful. We are sure you will all be very impressed
with our choice.
Food wise it’s a carvery, cooked by the locally
famous Craig! The price is £8.95 per adult, and
£3.95 for children. (veggie and vegan are same
price, but we need to know your requirements in
advance)
There will be simple menu items for children and
those not wanting the roast. A huge selection of ice
creams for those still hungry.
It is a prearranged price for us, so please book
your accommodation directly with them, stating that
you are coming for the Discovery Birthday Party.
Steve has put together a schedule of events.
thepooleys@thewhanau.com
07768 195 112
Friday (19th)
We are doing some green lanes. 11am meet at
Castle Motors on the A38 postcode. Liskeard PL14
3PX leaving 11.15am sharp!
These lanes will be scratchy as always, but I like
to think non-damaging, this of course I say loosely as
it’s dependent on the driver, but we will always spot
(give directions) to get people through the tougher
bits. All lanes are south east Cornwall.
Our aim is always not to damage anything, car or
country, but we accept no responsibility for damage.
We will drive all lanes a few weeks before to make
sure of condition.
A working CB radio is a bonus! Please bring
food/drink for the afternoon. The plan will be to finish
at the Cody Shack for fish and chip dinner. Cody
Shack, Great Tree Farm, St Martins, Looe. PL13 1NX
Saturday (20th)
The team will be meeting on the Hoe at 9 am.
Enter via Elliot street PL1 2PP.
We ask members to make their way to the Hoe for
10 am and please respect the speed limit of 5 mph.
Follow instructions of the marshals, HAZARDs on at
all times when traveling on the Hoe please.

This year we have had to find a huge bond for the
Hoe, which has very kindly been covered. Could you
all please take a little time to make sure we don’t
leave oil! (I make sure mine’s empty) If you drip,
please bring cardboard or old carpet and spill kits etc.
We will need you all to sign in as per normal. We
will leave the Hoe at 1pm (13.00) heading for the
Torpoint ferry lanes. We all need to line up left of
centre. I will lead, so follow me and then filter to my
right.
It can be an issue travailing from the Hoe to the
ferry, please be respectful of other road users but try
and keep the Discovery behind you in your rear-view
mirrors, this way we lose no one.
From the ferry we travel to Mount Edgecumbe
Park. PL10 1HZ via Whitsand bay, with a short photo
stop at Tregantle car park, where we aim to make a
cone shape like last year’s photo.
Once at Mount Edgecumbe Estate there is a drive
through the Deer Park with a £5 donation per car to
their charity, which helps maintain the park.
Leaving the park at 4.40pm you are welcome to
join us at Whitsand Bay Fort. L10 1JZ for pre-dinner
drinks or to do your own thing.
Sunday (21st)
We have been invited to a photoshoot at Robert
Young Land Rover, Wood Acre, Saltash Parkway,
Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6LF. To be there 8.30am
ish. For satnav, please use postcode PL12 6LY.
We will then travel to Ivybridge Tesco’s carpark
Lee Mill Industrial Estate, Central Ave, PL21 9PE.
But this year we are doing something a little
different. Instead of the railway, we will leave
Tesco’s at 10.15am, and travailing up the A38 to
Heathfield, joining the A382 into Moretonhampstead,
where we will be visiting Moretonhampstead Motor
Museum. http://moretonmotormuseum.co.uk/ £5
each entry.
We will then be moving on the Two Bridges
Hotel, Dartmoor National Park, Devon. PL20 6SW.
as per normal . We aim to leave the museum at 2 pm
and travel to the hotel, where we have a cream tea
booked for 4 pm, but we need numbers so please let
a member of the team know. Price is £5.50 per
person and dogs are welcome too.
We look forward to meeting you all again, and
hope that the weather is good for us.
Tim & Team, at the Devon and Cornwall Section
of the Discovery Owners Club
. timnewcombe1981@gmail.com
01752 823 998
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