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With the 1,000,000th Discovery out on the road now,
perhaps it is time to let the press know about the first 100 or
so that are still on the road, and in the care of many
Discovery enthusiasts.
We do get a few column inches in the Land Rover press
from time to time, for which we are grateful, but perhaps the
push should be in the Classic Car press.
I know little about PR, but I attended a lecture at
ClubExpo given by Dave Richard, of Classic Car Weekly,
which I found very interesting, and have learnt a lot.
John Capewell has offered to give me a few pointers, so
perhaps whilst I am sitting in my Discovery at a show, I will
get my thinking cap on.
At only twenty-three years old, our G-WACs can’t be
regarded as Classics, but they are a bit special, or Historic.
How many launch/press Rileys or Wolseleys are there
about now? Perhaps Alec and David can answer that one.
Roy.

My Discovery was first registered on 7th
February 1990, I am the fourth owner, and
the previous owner had it most of its life. It
has covered 83,000 miles and is converted
to LPG.
It came into my possession because,
due to various small mechanical problems,
the elderly last owner didn’t want it any more.
The engine hadn’t run on petrol for some
years so the pump had seized up, but with a
little TLC all was well.
I am a garage owner so it makes life for
the Discovery much easier. It is in good
condition, has had very little welding done to
it so far and does not need a boot floor etc
as all are original. I think that the fitting of the
aftermarket sunroofs that leak does much to
cause the internal corrosion.
I replaced both headlights, but the light
was still very poor, hence the bonnet light
pod. The pod was white so I quickly put the
car into the paintshop and sprayed it a
matching white strip down the middle. Some
people like it, some don’t.

The French Collection.
As reported before, Keith Daffern’s Discovery was first
registered by Land Rover as G531DHP, before it was
exported to France. (See December 2011 Notes)
Keith and Brigitte (K&B) have now met Keith Rouse and
Carroll (K&C) for a chat about, what else, Discoverys.
K&B live in Beaumont, near Bergerac, and K&C live in
Casttilliones.
They are keen to
have a visit from anyone
who is travelling down
the west coast of France.
Bill Franks and
Maggie, of the DOC, are
to visit them soon and I
hope to have a report of
their meeting for a future
issue of the Notes.
Roy.

*Bergerac

The wheels have been replaced and
fitted with new A/T tyres. Four sensible
shockabsorbers have been fitted. I use the
car to take my Great Dane for a walk now
and again.
You can see the 21st sticker, from the
Plymouth Hoe meeting, on the window
Paul Bishop. Tavistock.

Ambulances
I was involved with the design of these vehicles from the start and had many trips to Land Rover at
Solihull. Northumbria Ambulance Service purchased six of them J462HVK -- J467HVK.
J463HVK, which William Wallace owns, was based at Berwick-upon-Tweed. The rest were at outlying
rural stations in the North of Northumberland.
Alnwick, where I was based before retiring, had J462HVK. The ambulances were cut in half at Land
Rover and 16 inches was put in to them to allow for a stretcher to be carried. One of them got written off and
a mechanic in ambulance workshops bought it and repaired it. I am not sure but I only know of two being
left, 463, and one other in Scotland being used by a paramedic group.

When they were first planned, my colleague, Ronnie
Blacklock, and myself put forward three plans of layout for
the Discoverys and recommended that they did not use the
third plan, because it was going to be awkward to use, as the
patient could not sit up in the back and it was awkward for
patients with breathing difficulties.
However they decided to go for this design, as it was
cheaper. In some cases the attendant had to lie on the
stretcher, and the patient sat in the front on oxygen
They were eventually taken out of service and used for
race meetings and sports events.
The pictures show the handover at Alnwick Castle and
some recovery training.
Ronnie Black

1991 D1 Overfinch for sale.
This 1991 5-door Discovery 1 with Overfinch conversion is for sale at £24,750
The sales information says:“The Overfinch Conversion was carried out in 1993 and included the following upgrades:GM 5.7 litre V8 engine. Supplied new into Northern Ireland by
Charles Hurst Ltd (Official Rolls-Royce / Bentley / Ferrari & Land
Rover Dealers) when new and having stayed there ever since until
being brought here to London in 2012, she remains in remarkable
condition and has her original book pack and manuals.
These works amounted to £17.000 and she presents and drives
in a manner expected with this sort of outlay.”
Have a look at the CCFS site
http://www.classiccarsforsale.co.uk/classic-car-page/164028/
1991-land-rover-discovery/
It is interesting to note that CCFS categorise this kind of car as
Modern Classics. So are our G-WACs Modern Classics?
Roy

Current known owners of launch cars. @ April 2012
G457WAC
Mark Wheatley
G459WAC. (Amphibian)
Land Rover
G461WAC
John Boucher
G463WAC
Ian Rawlings.
G465WAC & G526WAC
Roy Preston.
G469WAC & G524WAC
Lee Barnett
G470WAC
Frank Elson.
G478WAC
Meghan Timmins
G480WAC, G482WAC & G486WAC
David Ashburner
G488WAC
Clive Richfield
G490WAC
Rob Ivins
G510WAC
Nick Prior
G511WAC
Colin Crossley
G534WAC
Nicholas Webb
There were 86 cars registered on 01.10.89 from G451WAC to G537WAC, with the exception of G500WAC.

Other known launch cars on DVLA site.
G466WAC, G477WAC, G494WAC, and G525WAC

Other pre-production, G-WACs and early cars
B62 COH & C60 JKG
C742HUH
G279WAC
G302WAC
G308WAC
G310WAC
G311WAC
G316WAC
G401WAC
G405WAC
G406WAC
G410WAC
G563WAC
G601WAC
G602WAC
G603WAC
G610WAC
G635WAC

Philip Bashall (The Dunsfold Collection)
Charles Whitaker
Neal
Sandy Andrews
Robin Gray
Mark Simpson
Ivor Ramsden
David Cox
Owner not known
Harry Harrison
Keith Britton
Robin Jeffery
David Spirrett.
Richard Haynes
Owner not known
Ian Redfern
John Stuart-Gay
Alec Gatherer

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
G28 RMW
G41 VHA
G67 RYJ
G226EAC
G324CBG
G442AJM
G513DHP
G553OWD
G656RYB
G711YRY
G757SGX
G767NRH
G834FPR
G892VPM
G942UTT
G987LKU
H776POJ
H871EWK
J140OAC Ambulance
J463HVK Ambulance
3656 TW 24
AZ-829-TJ
Camel. Awaiting export to the USA

Glyn Jones
Simon Tinkler
Foley S V Ltd.
Discovery Owners Club
Robin Jeffery
Scott Seacombe
Project Jay Preservation Group
J Herod.
Graham Welch
Peter Hares
Paul Bishop
David Ashburner
Sue Virgin
M E Hall
Keith Taylor
Andy Greer
Duncan Campbell
Mark Hardwick
Neil Witt.
William Wallace
Keith S L Daffern. (France)
Raymond Bechetoille (France)
Robert Blanchard (USA)

Ian’s noisy drivetrain on 603

The Amphibious Discovery. G459WAC

Reading about Ian’s noisy drive train on his 603,
we use Leek Transmission Centre, Cheadle Road,
Leek, Staffordshire. ST13 7DR. 01538 399 662
http://leektransmissioncentre-staffordshire.co.uk/

G459WAC (The Amphibious Discovery) is now
owned by Land Rover, they purchased it from the
German enthusiast who bought it some time ago.

I work in the motor trade a bit, and these guys
are brilliant, as they will repair your existing box and
return it – strip, check, repair and rebuild.
Prices are sensible and turnaround time is good.
Distance can be a barrier, but sometimes it’s worth
travelling to get the right job done.
John Capewell

PETER JAMES INSURANCE.
772 Hagley Road West, Oldbury,
West Midlands. B68 0PJ.
Telephone:0121 506 6040.
www.peterjamesinsurance.co.uk

It is part of the 1,000,000th Discovery trip and was
seen alive and well on Lake Geneva!
Tony Luckwell.
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Brian Radford, of Northmead 4x4, is keeping up-to-date with a copy of the Notes on his website. All the
back issues from the start in May 2007 are there.
He also has another website to advertise Classic Rallies and shows.

www.northmead4x4.co.uk/gwac_discoverys.htm
www.classicrallies.co.uk/index.htm
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