
G-WAC Notes
From the

Project Jay Preservation Group

A News sheet for those who are interested 
in the early Land Rover Discoverys David’s G486WAC.Lee’s G524WAC 

J140 OAC

I now have a new MOT certificate.  The only work needed to get it through the test was a length of brake
pipe and a replacement rear suspension bush.

The advisories were slight pitting on the rear brake discs (handy, there's a new set in my workshop), and
slight corrosion on the steering damper - this was always on the list to replace this year.

So very happy that J140 has an 
MOT, just need the weather to improve 
as the windscreen has decided to leak 
again, probably going to have to bite the 
bullet and cough up for a replacement 
windscreen seal.

One other issue that's raised its head 
is that the electric windows now fail to 
work, probably due to me taking out the 
interior, including the centre console, to 
fit the new heater, so need to investigate. 
The really annoying issue at the moment 
is the courtesy light keeps on coming on. 
I have a feeling that this is due to a short 
caused by moisture wicking from the 
water ingress via the windscreen.

So, some minor electrical gremlins to 
fix and a windscreen to sort while waiting 
for better weather to do some work on 
the bodywork and paint

Neil

March 2013

The snow has all but gone up here in North Yorkshire, and the sun is shining.  I am pleased that I bought
the temporary garage/tent because I have just about stopped the ingress of water in 526, but it is bound to

find a new way to wet the carpets if I leave it out in the rain and snow.
465 and 478 are tucked away in the garage.

I am looking forward to getting out and about again to a show or
two; the first one is the Ripon Spring Classic Car and Autojumble at
the Ripon Racecourse on 5th May.  It’s not a 4x4 day but I will enter
526 in the 1980s section.  I hope that James will join me and bring
along 534 

The first Land Rover Show, the LRO Spring Adventure, has now
been moved from Driffield, and will be nearer home at Harrogate on
18th-19th May.  I hope to show 526 on the Discovery Owners Club
stand. 

G410 WAC for sale on ebay.
Once owned by Robin Jeffery, it was on ebay for a few weeks. Last listed at £1000.00.   Not a launch car

but nevertheless worth saving. A V8 in Marseilles blue.
See http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/281083155710
If interested you could try calling the vendor, Simon, on 07855 743360. 



Your Land Rover history.
So many people get in touch and ask me "how can I find out more about my Land Rover?"  The answer

is by contacting the DVLA, Land Rover or the Heritage Motor Centre.  Firstly you will need to be the registered
keeper to obtain information from both the DVLA and Land Rover. How do you go about this?

DVLA
You can, for a fee of £5.00, obtain the keeper history of your vehicle. You will need to download and 

complete the form V888 and send it with the correct fee to;
Vehicles Fee Paying Enquiry Section, DVLA, Swansea. SA99 1AJ
It takes around 21 days to get the information back from the DVLA, and you should receive copies of all 

the previous V5s or Log Books, and other documents stored on the DVLA database.

LAND ROVER
Land Rover has a Traceability Department.  For a fee of £15.00 (20 euros) you can request the details

they hold on your vehicle.  This will include its build date, any options, original colour and where and when
the vehicle was despatched to from the factory.  Cheques should be made payable to "The Land Rover Club
Ltd" and should be sent, along with a copy of the V5, Log Book or MOT to;

Mr E Pagan Project Engineer, Land Rover Traceability, Land Rover, Block 19, Lode Lane, Solihull, West
Midlands B29 8NW.

Again allow three weeks or so for a reply.

HERITAGE MOTOR CENTRE
The Heritage Motor Centre based at Gaydon Warwickshire has access to most of the factory build

records. They can offer a number of letters and certificates at various prices direct from their website through
their Archive Services department.

VIN NUMBERS
Land Rover Discoverys have their VIN number located in three places. The VIN will be visible in the front

left hand lower windscreen and is also stamped on the front right hand side chassis forward of the axle
viewed from inside the wheel arch area.

There will also be a tag fixed to the front slam panel top under the bonnet that will also show several other
codes including paint.  In 1980 the chassis numbering scheme was revamped with a worldwide scheme
(except USA) making all vehicle chassis numbers 13 digits and known as the Vehicle Identification Number
or VIN for short.  All Discoverys will follow the same VIN numbering system. Details of the variants are on the
next page.

The plate below is on my launch Series 2 Discovery.
Graham.





Current known owners of launch cars. @ March  2013.

G457WAC     Mark Wheatley
G459WAC. (Amphibian)    Land Rover 
G461WAC     John Boucher
G463WAC      Ian Rawlings.
G465WAC, G478WAC & G526WAC  Roy Preston.
G469WAC & G524WAC    Lee Barnett
G470WAC     Frank Elson.
G480WAC, G482WAC & G486WAC  David Ashburner
G488WAC      Clive Richfield
G490WAC & G496WAC    Rob Ivins
G510WAC     Nick Prior
G511WAC     Colin Crossley
G534WAC     James Brackenbury

There were 86 cars registered on 01.10.89 from G451WAC to G537WAC, with the exception of G500WAC.

Other known launch cars on DVLA site.

G466WAC, G477WAC, G494WAC, and G525WAC

Other pre-production, G-WACs and early cars

B62 COH & C60 JKG    Philip Bashall (The Dunsfold Collection) 
C742HUH     Charles Whitaker
G226EAC      Discovery Owners Club
G513DHP     Project Jay Preservation Group
G279WAC     Neal 
G302WAC     Sandy Andrews
G308WAC     Robin Gray
G310WAC     Mark Simpson
G311WAC     Ivor Ramsden
G316WAC     David Cox
G405WAC     Harry Harrison
G406WAC & G101GEL    Keith Britton
G410WAC     Currently on ebay at £1000.00
G563WAC     David Spirrett.
G601WAC     Chris Lowe
G603WAC     Ian Redfern
G610WAC     Kevin Bond
G611WAC     Jamie Menzies
G635WAC     Alec Gatherer
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
A482JAC     Joel Prior
G28 RMW     Glyn Jones
G41 VHA     Simon Tinkler
G43 KWO     Victor Mitchell
G67 RYJ     Alan Mitchell
G234CBG     Sold ??
G374UYR     Jack Straw
G442AJM     Scott Seacombe
G466KUH     Tom Partridge 
G553OWD     J Herod.
G656RYB     Graham Welch
G711YRY     Peter Hares
G757SGX     Paul Bishop
G767NRH     David Ashburner
G834FPR     Sue Virgin
G892VPM     Mike E Hall
G942UTT     Keith Taylor
G987LKU     Andy Greer
H776POJ     Duncan Campbell
H871EWK     Mark Hardwick
J140OAC Ambulance    Neil Witt.
J463HVK  Ambulance    William Wallace
3656 TW 24     Keith S L Daffern. (France)
AZ-829-TJ     Raymond Bechetoille (France)
Camel. Awaiting export to the USA   Robert Blanchard (USA)



Compiled by Roy Preston. If anyone would like to contribute an article for these notes, or receive a copy, 
please email me at roy@g-wac.com or post your address to B R Preston, “Scawdel”, Wormald Green, 
Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG3 3PU. Phone 01765 677124. Mobile 07876 473714
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Home of the Project Jay Preservation Group
More articles on Graham’s  website,  www.g-wacdiscoverys.net

email4graham@tiscali.co.uk.      
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Brian Radford, of Northmead 4x4, is keeping up-to-date with a copy of the Notes on his website. All the 
back issues from the start in May 2007 are there. 

He also has another website to advertise Classic Rallies and shows. 
www.northmead4x4.co.uk/gwac_discoverys.htm

www.classicrallies.co.uk/index.htm

Details of Land Rover Shows and other events in 2013.

May 
Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th. - LRO Spring Adventure, Great Yorkshire Showground, Harrogate, North 
        Yorkshire, HG2 8NZ 
June 
Saturday 1st & Sunday 2nd. - Kent 4x4 Show, Kent County Showground, Nr Maidstone, Kent. ME14 3JF.

 Peter King will be at the show on the Kent Land Rover Club stand.  More  
details on his website.  kentlandroverclub.co.uk

Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th. - Dunsfold Land Rover Show, 
Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd. - Bristol & West Land Rover Show, The Royal Bath & West Showground, 
        Shepton Mallet, Somerset. 
July 
Friday 26th to Sunday 28th. - LRO Billing, Billing Aquadrome, Northamptonshire. NN3 9DA 
August 
Saturday 24th & Sunday 25th. - Eastnor Land Rover Show, The Deer Park, Eastnor Castle, Ledbury, 
        Herefordshire, HR8 1HL. 
September 
Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th.  - LRO Peterborough, East of England Showground, Peterborough. 
October 
Sunday.  Date TBA - London to Brighton Land Rover Run.
Saturday 12th & Sunday 13th. - Discovery 24th Birthday Party, Plymouth Hoe and surrounding area, 
        Plymouth, Devon
Other dates to add when known.

Graham

           QR code.
I am told that this is the QR code for Graham’s G-WAC website, www.g-wacdiscoverys.net
Do have a look at it and let me know if it works.  My old phone does not have the facility to read such 

clever stuff.  Roy.

PETER JAMES INSURANCE.
772 Hagley Road West, Oldbury, 
West Midlands. B68 0PJ. 
Telephone:0121 506 6040. 
www.peterjamesinsurance.co.uk


